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Dear friends of the National Co-operative Association of Korea.

| would like to send you and all the members of Korea Cooperative
Solidarity my warm and respectful greeting on this important journey.

Ten years have passed since that historic 2012, which was declared by the
United Nations as the International Year of Co-operatives. For us, it was a
significant recognition from governments around the world that co-operatives
build a better world. Indeed, our track record over two centuries, in every
corner of the globe, proves that we are the best model for distributing
development opportunities to all people, leaving no one behind.

It has also been ten years since the Korean cooperative movement
achieved an adequate regulatory framework for the growth of this model in
their country. You know better than anyone the relevance of this achievement
for cooperatives in various areas of the Korean economy. Workers,
consumers, agricultural producers, students, users of various services... all
those who choose the path of cooperativism in Korea can now do so in a
more favourable environment.

For the International Cooperative Alliance, it is a priority to obtain in each
country, in each region and on a global scale, standards that favor the
development of our business model. We support and celebrate each new
progress in this regard and we are at the disposal of each of our members
to continue influencing local public authorities, in addition to achieving an
increasingly better position in international organizations.

In this sense, | join in the happiness expressed by your organizations on
the tenth anniversary of the Korean Framework Law and the International
Year of Cooperatives. Together, we can continue to demonstrate that cooperation is
the best path to well-being, peace and social inclusion.

| thank you for allowing me to share these words with you, | wish you an
excellent day and | send you from a distance a strong cooperative greeting.
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